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The Mexican government is studying a request from environmental organizations to dispute a
patent awarded in Europe to US-based DuPont Corp. for a variety of high- nutrition corn similar
to one already grown in Mexico. The European Patent Office (EPO) granted DuPont the patent
for a corn variety that is high in oil content, particularly oleic acid. DuPont requested the patent
from several multilateral organizations and 30 countries, but only the EPO has responded to the
request.The EPO patent, which was granted in May, would go into effect in June.
The campaign to rescind the patent is led by the environmental organization Greenpeace Mexico.
The group says the corn developed by DuPont in its laboratories is too similar to a handful of
varieties already grown in Mexico. This means the propriety rights granted by the Europeans to
DuPont could effectively give the company the right to demand royalties on production of such
Mexican corn varieties as dulcillo, tabloncillo, dulce, onaveno, jala, and nal-tel.

Patent could hurt Mexican corn producers
Greenpeace Mexico has asked President Vicente Fox's administration to file an appeal with the
EPO to rescind the patent for DuPont or at least redefine the patent's parameters. "The patent
is unreasonably wide in scope," said Lisa Corvantes, an expert on genetic-engineering issues at
Greenpeace Mexico.
Corvantes said there is already a precedent in Mexico where a patent granted to a foreign national
has caused problems for Mexican producers. She cited the mayocoba bean variety, produced
in Sinaloa and Sonora states. Growers of this bean variety in Mexico must pay royalties to US
entrepreneur Larry Proctor, who received a patent for the product. "We could see the same kind of
situation with corn producers, since many varieties grown in Mexico have similar levels of oil and
oleic acids as the variety patented by DuPont," said Corvantes.
The Mexican government has already begun to look into the matter. Speaking at an agricultural
trade show, deputy agriculture secretary Victor Manuel Villalobos said the Secretaria de Ganaderia,
Desarrollo Rural y Pesca (SAGARPA) is examining the terms under which DuPont requested the
patent, and is also looking at all the genetic traits of the corn variety in question. "We want to
make sure that all our evidence is consistent and sustainable," said Villalobos. The matter is also
under review by the Secretaria del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (SEMARNAT), said a
spokesperson for Environment Secretary Victor Lichtinberger.
But Moises Mendoza Rodriguez, an agricultural researcher at Universidad Autonoma de Chapingo
in Mexico state, said the varieties grown in Mexico, although high in oil and oleic acid, do not have
the same levels as the variety grown by DuPont. Because of this, he said, Mexico may not have
sufficient cause to convince the European patent office to revoke the patent awarded to DuPont.
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Mendoza said China has also developed corn varieties similar to the DuPont strain. These varieties,
he said, are used primarily as animal feed because they help promote faster growth rates for
livestock and poultry. "I wouldn't be surprised if the variety of grain patented by DuPont is already
under development in the Orient," said Mendoza. (Sources: Greenpeace Mexico news release,
Notimex, 05/15/01; Excelsior, La Jornada, 05/16/01; Novedades, El Universal, 05/18/01)
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